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fisnorable etherine iay
tiguse of epresentsiives
~aehington 2%, L.C,

Gear Xes, May:

This is in response 1o your letter of % September 1960
concerning an inguiry received from a conatituent regarding
the canditions of salary paymente to Mr, ¥ rancis I, Powers.
A grangements have besn made to bandle My, Powers® salary
fmr the {uture In accordoance with his legal righte under his
cuntract and the provisions of applicable statutes,

Tou may sppreciate that many of ths points en which
cormment might be made are gtill in the claesified field, In
adcition, even though the trial by the “oviets is over, Mr, Powers
in wrtill a prisoner in their bands., Hence, we must be careiul in
our carmmments that we 4o nothing te make bis personal situation
mare difficult,

i would Hke to note thet Mr. Powers was held over 100
Jaye in solitary confinement without access to family, {riends,
his own legal advisors, or sany Unlted “tates reprecentative
prior to his trial. Usndoubtedly, the “oviets could have indoc~
trinated him during that perlod to say many thinge they desired
to have come out at the trial. This they can sccompilsh effzctively
even short of all the technigques of "brainwashing. ™
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‘The service performed by the men who participated in
the U-2 program was extremely valuabie ior the security of
this country. They were chosen on the basis of past training
and other technical, mental, and ideological qualifications,
togethe r witk a willingness to serve and foll knowledge of the
dangers inherent te the tank,

#while the foregoing may not answer {uily the points you
have raised, 1 bope you wiil find it belplul. -t this time I do
not feel that it would be In the interests of the prisoner,

Mr., Vowere, or of national security {0 say inore.

Simewrely,
SR
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